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PIOUS REFLECTONS, 
', ! 


FIRST DAY, 
How 5scarce true faith is, 


I, 


When the Son of Man 
cometh, shall he find faith 
on the earth? Luke xviii, 
8, If he should now 
come, would he find it 
in us? What fruits of 


1 
faith have we to shew? 
Do we look upon this life 
only as ashort passage to 
a better? Do we believe 
that we must suffer witngn 
Jesus Christ, before we 
can reign with him ? Do 
we consider this world 
as a deceitfulappearance, 
and deathas the entrance 
to true goods? Do we 
live by faith? Does it 
animate us? Do we rel- 
ish the eternal truths it 
presents us with? Are 
we as Careful to nour- 
| ish our souls with those 
| truths, as to maintain our 
it bodies with proper diet? 
| Do we accustom our 


» 3 i * "by 9 * s Sis X TERS . 
ad ee eee 


b n 5 e , 
5 . e Nn 7 
5 n e ee o_— 


4 * 5 


73 m4 0 9 5 ag ns 
— . wr 


3 
selves to see all things in 


the light of faith? Do we 


correct all ourjudgments 
by it? Alas! the greater 
part of Christians think 
and act like mere Hea- 
thens. If we judge (as 
we justly may) of their 
faith by their practice, 
we must conclude they 
have no faith at all. 

II. Let us fear, lest 
the kingdom of God. 
Should be taken from us, 
and given to others, who 
may bear better fruits. 
That kingdom of God is 


faith reigning in us, 
and governing all our 


| thoughts, Happy he, 


6 
who has eyes to see this 
kingdom. Flesh and 
blood cannot discern it. 
The wisdom of the ani- 
mal man is wilfully blind 
to it. The inward op- 


erations of God appear 


as a dream to him. To 
know the wonders of 
God's kingdom, we must 
be born again; and to 
be born again, we must 
die : this is what the 
world cannot consent to, 
Let the world then de- 
Spise and censure, and 
condemn the truth, as it 


pleases: as for us, O 


Lord, thou hast com- 
manded us to believe, 
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and to ite hy heavenly 
gift, We desire to be of 
the number of thine e- 
lect, and we know that 
no person can be of that 
number, who does not 
conform his life to what 
thou teachest. 

See 


SECOND DAY. 


Of the only way to heaven, 


I. Strive to enter in at 
ne strait gate, Matt. vii. 
x 13. The kingdom of 

| heaven i is not to be en- 
tered but by violence: 
| it must be taken, as it 
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were, by assault, like 2 
besieged place. The gate 


is Strait and narrow, we 


must bow, wemust bend, 
we must make ourselves 
little to gain admittance. 


The great gate, which 


opens wide, and is pass- 


ed by multitudes, leads 
to perdition, All broad 
and smooth ways are 
dangerous, Woe to us, 
when the world favours 


us, and our life seems 
void of trouble, Crosses , 
and difficulties are the 
Surest marks of the way 


to heaven, Let us be a- 
ware, therefore, of going 
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on with the multitude, 
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and let us seek the traces 
of the few; let us fol- 
low the footsteps of the 
© Saints along the craggy 
paths of repentance 
3 climbing over the rocks, 
a secure places in 
the sweat of our face, 
and expecting that the 
last step of our lives 
should still be a violent 

| «ruggl to enter the 
narrow gate of eternity, 
L II. We are not pre- 
destinated by God, but 
to be made conformable 
to the image of his Son; 
to be fastened, as he was, 
to across; renouncing, as 


A SHE, 


f N | he did, all sensual pleas» 


10 
ures; and to be content, 
like him, in the midst 
of sufferings. But, blind 
as we are, we would get 
down from this cross, 
which unites us to our 
Master, We cannot 
leave the cross, but we 
must also forsake Christ 
crucihed ; for the cross 
and he are inseparable. 
Let us then live and die 
with him, who came to 
Shew us the true way to 
heaven; and let our on- 
ly fear be, lest we should 
not finish our sacrifice 
on the same altar, where- 
on his was consummated, 
Alas! all our endeavours 
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ing the mourners happy. 


11 | 
here tend to be more at 
ease, and thereby to with- 
draw ourselves from the 
true way to heaven. We 
know not what we do, 
We do not comprehend 
the mystery of grace, 
which joins a beatitude 
with tears, pronounc— 


The way which leads to 
a throne, is delight ful, al- 
though it should be over- 
grown with thorns, The 
way which leads to a 
precipice is dreadful, al- 
though it should be cov- 
ered with roses. We 
suffer, but we see heaven 
open: we suffer, but we 
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choose to suffer: we 
love God, and are be- 
loved of bim. 

See 


THIRD DAY, 


Of true devotion, 


I. How frequently do 
men deceive themselves 
by that vain religion, 
which St, James warns 
us of, chap, i. 26, Some 
think it consists in say- 
ing over many prayers; 
others, in doing many 
outward works to the 
glory of God and service 
of our neighbour, Some 
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place it in continual de- 


sires of salvation, and 
others in great mortifi- 
cations. These things 
are all good, and even 
necessary, to a certain 
degree, but none of these 
is the principal thing, or 
essence of true piety. 
That piety by which we 
are sanctified, and en- 
tirely devoted to God, 
consists in doing his will 


precisely in all circum- 


Take 


stances of life. 


what steps you please, 


do what good works 
you will, yet shall you 
not be rewarded, but 
for having done the will 
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14 
of the Sovereign Mas- 
ter. Although your ser- 
vant should do wonders, 
yet if he did not that 
very business which you 
would have done, you 
would not value his per- 
formances, and might 
Justly complain of him 
as a bad servant. 

II, That perfect de- 
voting ourselves to God, 
from which devotion has 
its name, requires tnat 
we should not only do 
the will of God, but al- 
so, that we should do it 
with love, He loveth a 
cheerful giver, and with- 
out the heart, no obedi- 
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ence is acceptable to him. 


We ought to think it an 
happiness to serve such 
a — Let me add, 
that this devoting our- 
selves to God, must be 
habitual; we must be a- 
like resigned to him in 
all circumstances, even 
those that are most op- 
posite to our views, our 
and our 
projects; and it must 
keep us in a constant 
readiness to part with 


ourestate, our time, our 


liberty, our life, and our 
reputation, To be ef- 
fectually in this dispo- 
Sition, 1s to have true 
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devotion. But as the 


will of God is often hid 


from us, there is still 
one step farther to make 


in this renouncing our- 


selves; it is to do the 
Feine will with a blind 
obedience, I say a blind, 
but judicious obedience. 
This is what all men are 
obliged to; even those 
who are most enlighten- 
ed, and capable to lead 
others to God, must 
themselves cabaaie to be 


led by hin 5 
See 
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FOURTH DAx. 


Concerning imperfect con- 
versions. 

I. Some persons, who 
have been long estranged 
from God, and are, as it 
were, at a great distance 
from him, think their 
return to him perfect, as 
soon as they have taken 
a few steps towards it. 
The most polite and sen- 
sible men are, upon this 
occasion, as ignorant and 
absurd, as some country 
clown, who should think 
himself well at court, 
because he had seen the 
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18 | 
king, They have for- 
saken the more henious * | 
kind of vices, their way 
of living is less criminal 
than it used to be. And 
then they judge of them 

selves, not by.the gos- 
pel (the only sure rule) 
but by comparing their 

present life with their 
former. By these means 
they persuade them- 
selves, that they are in a 
safe condition; and take 
no farther care for their 
sal vation. This state, 
perhaps, is more danger= | 
ous, than that of notori- 
ous Sinners; for the con- 
dition of these last may 


on 
. 
22 
#4 
TY; 
"4x4 
2 
42 1" 
= 
> 
5 70 
IF 
1 
2 
1 
* 
54 
* 


1 a ® 


l 0 no 
LE ag - S — LP, 
5 e 
! \ = = 1 og 1 8 US 
= 4 Bn 9. 
= 1 * 
Ay 1 aA) — I 


| 
4. 
8 


10 
some time Ge other trou- 
ble their consciences, 
and put them upon en- 
deavours of amendment: 
but the imperfect con- 
version of the former, 


serves only to stifle the 


remorse of conscience, 
to give them a false se- 


curity, and render their 


malady incurable. 

I have examined my 
past life, saith one, and 
remarked the faults of 
it : I read good books, I 
go to church constantly, 
and I say my prayers, as 
I think, heartily enough. 
I now refrain from all 
great sins at least, but I 
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20 
cannot say, that I am so 
far affected, as to hive as 
if I did not belong to the 
world, and kept no mea- 
Sures with it, Religion 
would be too rigorous, it 
it left no room for some 
mollifying expedients, 


The refinements in de- 


votion, which some pro- 


pose to us, are carried 


too far, and serve only 
to discourage men.— 
Such are the sentiments 
of a luke-warm chris- 
tian, who would pur— 
chase heaven at a cheap 
rate, who considers not 
What is due to God, nor 
what it has cost those 
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who have attained the 
enjoyment of him, A 
man of this character is 
still far from a true con- 
version: he knowsneith- 
er the extent of God's 
law, nor the duties of 
repentance. If he had 
been to make the gos- 


pel, it would have been 
a different kind of insti- 


tution, and more indul- 


gent to self-love. But 
the gospel is unchange- 
{4 | hat and by that we 


shall be judged at the 
last day. 


22 


FIFTH DAY, 


* Of renouncing the world, 


I. Love not the world, 


neither the things that are 
in the world, 1 John ii. 13. 
How comprehensive are 
these words ! The worid 
is that blind and deprav- 


ed multitude, which Je- 
sus Christ condemns in 


* The meditation for this 
day in the French, turns so 
much upon the different senses 
of the word esprit, which can- 
not be rendered in English, 
that it was thought proper to 
substitute this, taken from an- 
other part of the author, in its 
stead. 
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2 
his gospel, a for which 
he refused to pray at his 
death, The world, in 
one word, is all those 
who love themselves, or 
the creatures, without 


regard to God: we are 
then that world our- 


selves, as long as we so 
love ourselves, and seek 
that in the creatures, 
which can be found on- 
ly in God. Happy that 
apostle, to whom the world 
was crucified, and he cru- 


ctfied to the world, Gal, 


II. What a happiness 


is it to be convinced, 
how truly contemptible 


the world 18 He that 
| parts with the world for 
; God, parts with but a 
| trifle; and they are la- 
mentably weak, who | 

think. they have done 
| some great matter in 
| forsaking it. Every fit 
christian has already re- uU 
nounced it in his bap- un 
| tism ; those who live in 
the strictest retirement, 
only keep to that en- 
gagement with more pre- 
caution than others. To 
seek the haven is to fly 
| the storm. 
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SIXTH DAT. 


g of patience in quſferings. 
I. In your patience pos- 
ess ye your Souls, Luke 
ZxX1. 19, The soul loses 
itself by impatience; 
2 whereas, when it sub- 
mits without repining, 
T it possesses itself in 
peace, and it also pos- 
— sesses God. To be im- 
patient, is to will what 
one has not; or not to 
will what one has. An 
impatient soul is a slave 
to passion, having cast 
5 on the restraints of rea- 

son and faith: what 
N e 


26 


weakness! what error is 
this! As long as we will 


2 


the evil we endure it 1s 
not evil; why 


ward peace resides, not 


in the senses, or inferior 


appetites, but in the 
will, It may be pre- 


served amidst the bitter-| 


est sorrows, as long as 


the will continues in a 
firm resignation. Peace 
here below consists not“ 
in an exemption from 


suffering, but in a vol- 


untary acceptance of it. 


II. To hear your mur- 


then 
Should we make it a real 
evil, by refusing to bear 
it willingly? The in- 
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CF 
muring and repining, it 
would seem that you are 
the most innocent soul 
living; and that it is 
great injustice, that you 
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are not admitted into the 
terrestrial paradise. Re- 


member how you have 
: offended God, and you 
must acknowledge his 
righteous dealing with 


you. Confess to him 


with the humility of the 
prodigal son, Father, I 
have sinned against heav- 
gen, and thee: I know 
how I am indebted to 
thy justice, but I have 
not myself the courage 


to discharge the debt, 


| Tf it were left to me, I 1 

| Should deceive, I should 
Spare, I should betray 7 
myself. But thy merci- 2 
ful hand executes what 
I should never have had 
the courage to do; it 
corrects me in love. 
Grant also that I may 
endure with patience its 
Salutary corrections, If 
a sinner has a just indig- 
nation against himself, 
the least he can do is, 

to receive the penance! 
which he has not the 
fortitude to choose. 
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SEVENTH DAY, 


lo Submission and con- 


|  formity to the will of God, 
I. Thy will be done in 


earth, as it is in heaven. 


* 


1 


3 Nothing is done here, 
any more than in heaven, 
but by the will or per- 
mission of God; but 


men do not always love 
Y that will, because it is 


often opposite to their 
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* 
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desires. If we sincerely 


loved this will of God, 
and only this, we zhould 
change our earth into an 
heaven. We should 
thank God for every 


O pj 
thing, for evil as well |? 
as good; because evi! 


would become good from 
We should 
not then murmur at the 


his hand. 


guidance of Providence, 


but approve and adore 
it. O my God, what do 


I see in the course of 
the stars, in the revolu- 


tions of seasons, in the 
events of life, but the 
accomplishment of thy 
will: may it also be ac- 
complished in me! may 
I love it: may it sweeten 
and endear all events to 
me: may I annihilate 
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my own, to make thy 
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1 
is thine, O Ford, to will, 
and mine to obey. 


II. Thou hast said, O 


Lord Jesus, of thyself, 
with relation to thy hea- 
venly Father, That thou 
always didst what pleased 


him, John viii, 9, Teach 


us how far that example 
should lead us. Thou art 
our pattern. Thou didst 
nothing upon earth but 
according to the will of 
ty Father, who vouch- 


© Safes also to be called 


ours. Do thou fulfil his 
will in us, as thou didst 


in thyself. Grant, that 
we, being inseparably 
united to thee, may nev- 


32 'J 

er seek to do our o- n 
will, but his; so that 
not only our religious 
actions, but even our 31 
eating, sleeping, con- 
versing may all be done 
with no other view but 
that of pleasing him. 
Then shall our whole 
conduct be sanctifed. 
Then shall all our deeds: ? 
become a continual sa- 
crifice, incessant prayer, 
and uninterrupted love. 
When, O Lord, shall we 
arrive at this disposi- 
tion? Do thou vouch-| 
Safe to conduct us thith- | 

er: do thou vouchsafe to |} 
subdue our rebellious |: 
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I wil by thy grace, for it 
knows not what it would 
have, and nothing is tru- 
4 good, but a conformi- 


ty to thy will, 
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EIGHTH DAY, 


Of prayer. 

I. Pray without ceas- 
ing, 1 Thes, v. 19. Such 
is our dependance upon 
God, that we are ob- 
liged not only to do ev- 
ery thing for his sake, 
but also to seek from 
him the very power so 
to do. And this happy 
necessity of having re- 
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course to him in all our | 
wants, instead of being 


8 
grievous to us should be 


our greatest consolation. 


What a happiness is it, 


that we are allowed * 
speak to him with con- 


fidence; to open our 
hearts, and hold familiar 


conversation with him 


by prayer! he himself 


invites us to it; and as 
St. Cyprian well ob- 
Serves, we may judge 
how ready he is to give 


us those good things, 
which he himseltsolicits | 


us to ask of him, Let 


us pray then with faith, 
and not lose the fruit of 
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our prayers by a waver- 
ing uncertainty; Which, 
as St, james testifies, 


Co was > 


« |? hinders the success of 
them. The same apos- 
tle advises us to pray 
when we are in trou- 
ble, because thereby we 
should find consolation; 
yet we are so wretched, 
k that this heavenly em- 
s | | ployment is often a bur- 
then, instead of a com- 
e fort to us. The luke- 
e || warmness of our prayers 
„ is the Source of all our 
S | other infidelities. 

tl! II. Ask, and it Shall 
„ be given you: Seek, and 


xt}. ye Shall find : knock, and 


we Sd 
ws 
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riches were to be had 
for asking, with what 
earnestness, assiduity, 


and perseverance, would 
men ask for them? If 
treasures were to be 


found with looking for, 


what place would es- 
cape their search? If}: 


by knocking they could 
gain admittance into the 
king's council, or the 
highest places of prefer- 
ment, what a knocking 
Should we hear! Divine 
grace 1s the only true 
good, yet the only thing 
they neglect ; the only 


it Shall be opened unto 1 
you, Matth. vii. 7. If 
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not patience to wait for. 
The promise of Christ 
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is infallibly certain, and 
it is our own fault, if 
we do not find the ef- 
{2 fect of it. 


Of harkening to the voice 


words of eternal life, John 
vi. 68. Tis Jesus Christ 
Who must be harkened 
to: men are no farther 
io be heard or believed, 


| 97 
thing which they have 


S908 
NINTH DAY. 
of God, 


I, Lord, to whom shall 
we go? thou hast the 


38 | 
than as they have the | 
truth and authority of |: 
Jesus Christ. Books 
are only so far good as 
they teach us the gos- 
pel, Let us go then to 
this sacred source. He 
therefore only spoke and 
acted, that we may hear 
him, and apply ourselves 
to study the particulars 
of his life. Wretched 
as we are, we follow our | 
own vain thoughts, and |: 
neglect the truth itself, 
whose words give eter- 
nal life, O uncreated 
Word, yet incarnate for 
me, make thyself under- 
Stood in my soul! Speak, 
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39 
Lord, for thy servant 
heareth, and desireth to 


7 obey thee ! 


11. Men often say, 
that they would gladly 
know what they should 


do to advance in virtue, 
But when the Spirit of 
God bas taught us what 
is to be done, our cour- 
age often fails in the ex- 
ecution. We easily see 
that we are not what we 
* ought to be; yet we 
think we do a great deal 
in barely wishing that 
we were better. All 
kinds of wishing or will- 
ing, that are not strong 
enough to make us sacri- 


fice whatever is an ob-“ 
Stacle to us in our way | 
to God, pass for nothing. 
Let us, therefore, no- 
longer hold the truth |? 
captive in an unrighte- þ? 
ous lukewarmness. Let | 
us hear what God sug— 
gests to us, Let us prove 
the spirit that moves us,“ 


to discern whether it be 


of God; and if it be, let 
nothing hinder our obe- 
dience, The Psalmist Þ 
prayed to God, not only 
to teach him his will, 
but also to teach him to 
do it. Teach me to do thy 
will, for thou art my God: 

thy Spirit is good, lead me 
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7 Finess, Psalm. cxliii. 10. 
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4 TENTH DAY. 
th? Of the right use of 
= : afflictions. 

Cc = 


K They who are Christ's 
e have cructfied the flesh, 
t wit the affections and 
;- luste, Gal, v. 24. The 
| more we fear crosses, the 
y more reason have we to 
„think thatwe want them: 
o let us not be discourag- 
9 led, when the hand of 
1:8 God layeth heavy ones 
ne upon us, We ought to 
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2 
judge of the violence gf 
our disease, by the vio- 
lence of the remedies 
which our spiritual Phy- 
sician prescribes us. It 


is a great argument of 


our own wretchedness, 
and of God's mercy, that 
notwithstanding the dif- 
ficulty of our recovery, 
he vouchsafes to under- 
take our cure, Let us 
then draw from our very 
afflictions a source of 
love, of comfort, and 
trust in God,saying with 
his apostle, our light af- 
flaction, which ig but for 
a moment, worketh for 15 
a far more exceeding and 
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aernat nh + of glory, 2 
Cor. iv. 17. Blessed are 
they which mourn, and 
sow in tears, because 
they shall reap with in- 
effable joy the harvest of 
2 eternal felicity. 

II. I am crucified with 
= Christ, said St. Paul; we 
„are fastened to the cross 
with him, and by him; 
for his grace keeps us 
there, and for his sake 
we choose to continue 
there, lest by forsaking 
. we should part from 
him. O suffering and 

or Jedorable Jesus! to Whose 
4 Pacrifice I unite myself, 
14 o thou communicate to 


Ws, 


| 44 
me, together with thy 
cross, also thy spirit of 


love and resignation, þ 
Make me think less of“ 
my sufferings, than of 
the happiness of suffer. | 
ing with thee, MikeÞ 
me love thee, and I shill þ 
not fear the cross; and; 
although my sufferings Þ* 
Should be very great,“ 
yet will they not be! 
greater than I choose to 


endure, 


DSSS 
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; ELEVENTH DAY, 


for 1 


I, Learn of me, f 


am mee and lowly of heart, 
Math. x1. 29. 
1 other than Jesus had 
taught this lesson, the 


364.1 


imperfection S. the 


If any 


teacher would have fur- 
nished us with objec- 
tions to the doctrine, 


; | He therefore taught it 


himself, and that too by 
his own example, which 


© is such as should silence 


all objections; such as 
should make us adore, 


be confounded, and imi- 


Of meek ness and humility, | 
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What ! the Son] 


tate. 
of God descends from 
heaven to earth, takes 2 
corruptible body, and] 
dies upon the cross, to 
shame us out of our 
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pride! He who is All, 
annihilates himself ; and 
I, who am nothing, 
would be, at least would] 
have others think me, 
quite other than what 
I am! What an im- 
pudent vanity, and di- 
abolical presumption 1s 
this! our Lord saith not, 
Be ye meek and lowly: but 
he saith, I am meek and 
lowly of heart ; it is e- 
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is humble, to conclude 
that we ought to be so. 
His example is such an 
authority, as none may 
find a dispensation for, 
much less the sinner, 
who may well choose 
humility, when he has 
deserved damnation, 

II. Our Lord joins 
meekness with humil- 
ity, because humility 
is the source of true 
meekness, Pride is ever 
haughty, impatient, and 
captious; but he who 
despises himself is con- 
tent to be despised. He 
who thinks nothing due 


to him, will not think 


s 48 ; 
himself neglected, The] 
true virtue of meek ness A 
is never the effect of |: 
constitution; . 1 
ances of it, that are the 
product of mere nature, f 
arise from weakness, in- ; 
dolence, or cunning, To, 
be meek towards others, 
we must renounce our- 
selves. 3 
To 1 2 
adds lowliness of heart; 
it is no Speculative con- 
viction he requires, but |. 
the real bent and in- 
clination of the heart ; i 
it is a lowliness to which | | 
the will consents, and | 
which it loves for the | 
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49 
glory of God ; it is an 
entire distrust of our- 
 celves,our own parts and 
b that we may 
* owe our cure to God 
alen. To despair at the 


| sight of our own wretch- 


4 edness 15 not humility, 
but a most abominable 


*F 


kind of pride, 
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TWELFTH DAY, 


Of the faults of others, 
I. Bear ye one another; 
burdens, Gal. vi, 2. Char- 
ity does not require of Þ 
us, that we should not! 
See the faults of others, 
but that we should avoid 
all needless and volun- 
tary observing them; 
and that we should not 
be blind to their good 
qualities, when we are 
So Sharp-sighted to their 
bad ones, We should 
always remember what a 
change God may every 
moment work in the 


„ „ ttc — — 


us to bear with it in a 


secret designs of Provi- 


selves in an impatient or 


4 
most ay of men; 
we Should bear in mind 
the many reasons we 
have to despise our- 
selves, and consider that 
true charity, as it sees all 
things in the same light 
that God does, must con- 
sequently extend itself 
to the meanest of his 
creatures. Grace does 
not take away our know- 
ledge of what is con- 
temptible, but it teaches 


devout submission tothe 


dence, It does not per- 
mit us to humour our- 


52 : 
disdainful temper; and 
as it makes us princip?l- Þ 
ly regard, and only rely 
upon God, so it pre- 
vents our being disap- |: 
pointed or provoked at Þ 
the folly and corruption 
we see in the world, 

II. What, if others are 
weak, 1s that a reason 
for your no longer keep- 
ing any measure with 
them? You, that com- 
plain of their troubling 
108: do you give no— 

ody any trouble? You, 
that areso much shocked 
at the faults you see, are 
you yourself without 
faults? If all, to whom 


| 


you have — t rouble- 
some, should return the 
trouble they have had 
with you, you would 
be oppressed with the 

weight. And besides, 

even supposing that men 

had nothing to reproach 
you with, yet consider 
farther, What obligations 
you lie under from God, 
to shew that forbear- 
| ance towards others, for 


| 

i which you know you 

g have such abundant oc- 
9 


casion at his hands. 


99e 


THIRTEENTH DAY, 


Of the one thing necessary. 

I. Thou art troubled and 
careful about many things, 
but one thing is needful, 
Luke x. 41. We think 
we have many businesses 
to do, and we have but 
one, If that be per- 
formed, the others are 
included in it. If that 
miscarry, whatever suc- 
cess the others may seem 
to have, they will al 
come to nothing. Why 
should we then divide 
dur heart and our care? 
O my only business, thou PÞ 


halt e be 
f y only care! In the 
ray of divine hight, I 
will each moment peace- 
ably perform, according 
to my abilities, what 
Providence puts in my 
way. I will be careful 
for nothing else, because 
nothing else is my busi- 
„ | 
II. I have fintshed the 
York, whichthou,O Father, 
pavest me to do, John vii. 
4. Each of us should 
be able to say as much 
at the day of judgment. 
4 ought to consider the 
business, which occurs 


in the daily order of 


Btbvidincs, & the work 
which God appoints me; 
and 1 should apply my. 
Self to it in a manner 
worthy of God, viz. 
With exactness,and with 
franquility. I ought not 
to neglect any thing, or 
be passionately vehe- 
ment about any 'thing, 
for it 1s dangerous to do 
the work of the Lord 
negligently on the one 
hand, or on the other, 
to appropriate it to our- 
selves by self-love and 
false zeal: in this last 
case, we do our actions 
from a principle of selt- 
will ; we are eager and 
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anxious for the success, 
and that under the pre- 
| fence of 5epking the glo- 
ry of God, Thus self- 
love disguises itself un- 
der the appearance of 


ꝛeal; and grieves, and is 


afflicted, when it mis- 
carries in its designs, O 
| God, grant me the grace 
to be faithful in the ac- 


tion, and resigned as to 
the success! My onl 
business is to do thy wil 
and to do it as thy willi, 
not * thee in 


the performance of it, 


It is thine to give my 


| feeble endeavours the 
success thou pleasest, 
- | 


* 
RE 5 
— 


* 


Wee 
* 


e - 
. 
9 
3 * - 


3 2 


LE” 
© Rte.” ni 


7.7... nd OE eS > 
r 3 8 EIS KP A 
4 \ . a Z 


2 —— nn 
HD x - rr — — 
5 . — ELIE DAS ORE — 
IEEE . 2 pmol — 
c — _ l 
P — —— 


Tn 


w_ 


S 
—— 3 


— 


D TIIS. 


— 1 

r Aint i 
"= — <-> 2 4 * — - = 

KK 


— — r 
a — aches 
— — 2 
2 Fo 
5 
— - 
* 


| 5 | 
even none if thou seest 


fit. 
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FOURTEENTH DAY, 


Of preparing for death, 


I. Thou fool. this night 
all thy soul be required 


of thee; then whose Shall Þ 


those things be which thou 
hast provided? Luke xii, 
20, Deplorable is the 


blindness of men, who | 


will not think of death, 
but divert their minds 


continually from a thing 


that is inevitable, and 
which- they might ren- 
ger .happy by thinking 


oy ä T ,, 2c ap EY 
2 ee, T2344 TINEA 0s n ty = co 3 2 
CFF : PR 


r 
wy wy — — wu, 2 — — — — os — 822 


of it. Nothing is $0 
dreadful as death, to 
those who are fond of 
life. It is strange, that 
the experience of so ma- 
ny ages should not make 
us judge solidly of the 


present, and of the fu- 
ture, so as to take prop- 
er meazures in the one 
for the other. We doat 
upon this world, as if it 
weile never to have an. 
end; and we neglect 
the next, as if it were 
never to have a begin- 
„ 
II. Therefore be 5s al- 
go ready; for in SUCh an 
four, as ye think not, the 


3 FP PRs er / ERS 
*. — n a FIR. — . L be Eat, too) r 
n PPTP ä ts LE CS, — 


: 
- 
Z 
Fs 
l % 
| | 
1 . 
ts 
v 
N = 
F 
#14 
In 
Ml 
1 
. 
. 
4 
l P 
4 
5 
i 
+ : 
I * " 
15 44 
* 
8 
841 a 
1 
„ 
h » Jas 
1 
1 1 
14 
n 
. 
f 1 
at 4. L 
"348 oof 
| JH 8 
* * : 
TRE 46 
n 
$i 4 : 
rt 
G 1 F 
90 * F . 
it . 
SITES CE 
8.17 «7 
is 18 Tus F 
i 7 £35 | 


'vQ 
6 OD 
Tn 3821 
1. 
bel oF þ 
8 
„ 
* 
14 "a 
"14% 
44 
LIES %& 
. 
(2g 
1 1 
4 
1 
1 
i 


Son of man cometh, Mat, 
xxiv. 44. These words 
are addressed to every 
one of us in particular. 
Yet all men (for few ey. 
en among persons of pi. 
ety are to be excepted) 


| reckon upon a long life, 


and form projects ac- 
cordingly, And what i; 
the reason of such an ob- 
Stinate hope of life? it 


is because we love it pas- 


sionately. And whence 
is it that we affect to re- 
move death at such a 


distance from us? it is 
because we do not love 


the kingdom of God, and 
the grandeurs of the 


world to come. O gross 
and stupid mortals, who 
cannot raise themselves 
above this earth, where- 
in, even by their own 
confession, they are mis- 
- erable! The true man- 
ner of preparing for the 
last moment, is to spend 
all the others well, and 
ever to expect that. 
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i; FIFTEENTH DAN. 


Of. our hopes in eternity. 
» I, Eye hat h not seen, nor 
ear heard, neither have 
entered into the heart of 
man, the things which God 
hath prepared for them 
that love him, 1 Cor. ii. 
9. What proportion is 
there betwixt what we 
do upon earth, and what 


we hope for in heaven: 


The primitive christians 
rejoiced through this 
hope incessantly : heav- 
en seemed ever open 
before them, Neither 
troubles, nor disgraces ; 
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enough. 


639 
neither . nor 
cruel death, could di- 
vert them from the view 
of it. They knew the 
infinite bounty that was 
to reward their pains; 
therefore they thought 


they could never suffer 


They were 


transported with joy, 
when they were found 
worthy of some great 
humiliation; and. we, 


lukewarm 


souls, we 


would suffer nothing; 
and the reason is, be- 


cause we want 


t hose 


; hopes that should sup- 


: port us, 


We sink un- 
der the lightest crosses 
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even under those that 
spring from our pride, 
II. Those who toto in 
tears hall reap in jey, 
Ps. exxv. 3. We must 
sow, that we may reap, 
and this liſe is the seed- 
time; in the next we 
shall reap the fruit of 
our labours, The carnal 
man, lazy and hasty, 
would reapjwithoutsow- 
ing. We would serve 
God at little cost. We 
would have the ways to 
him made wide, and 
emooth, and easy. To 
hope much, and suffer 
little, is What setf-love 
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aims at. Blind that We 
are, shall we never see 
that the kingdom of hea- 
ven suffers violence, and 

that only those Who do 
themselves violence, are 
vorthy to enter into it? 
Let us mourn, and be in 
grief here below, since 
Blessed are they that 
mourn: and woe is pro- 
nounced to those, who 
receive their consolation 
in this life. The time 
will come, when all vain 
8 Joys will be confound. 
ed. The world shall weep; _ 
in its turn, and God 
shall wipe all tears from 
our eyes. 35314 
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-- SIXTEENTH DAY, 


» Of our daily bread, 
I. Gwe us this day our 
daily bread.” By this 
bread 1s meant not only 
the bodily food, which 
Providence supplies us 
with, but also that nour- 
ishment of truth, which 
he daily provides for our 
souls; it is the bread 
which-nourtsheth to eter- 
nal life: which makes 
the soul encrease, and 
grow: Strong in the trials 
of faith. This God al- 
lots us each day; ap- 
pointing precisely those 


inward dispositions and 
out ward circumstances, 
which are most proper 


to make us advance in 


faith and self denial; and 
ve receive our daily 
bread from him, in ac- 
cepting, as from his 
hand, all his appoint- 


2 ments, 


II. Hunger is what 


gives a relish to food, 


and makes it digest. 
Why have we not an 


hunger and thirst for 
righteousness? Why are 


not our spiritual appe- 


| tites as keen as those of 
the body? We think 
the man sick, who has 


68 | 
lost his appetite; and so 
it is with our souls; they 
languish, and are in an 
evil state, as long as they 
are without a spiritual 
hunger for that food 
which cometh from God. 
The nourishment of the 
soul is truth and righte- 
ousness, To know what 


is truly good, to be filled 
withit, to be strengthen - 
ed by it, that is the * 


itual food, the bread of 
heaven we are to feed 
upon, Let us. appear 
before God with the 
earnestness . of beggars, 
who crave some bread to 
Subsist on, 'The-worst 


| $6 
ey Þ 


F 
er 


kind of | Nose is, not 
to be sensible of our 
wants. Let us, there- 
fore, read and pray with 
this mental hunger for 


| what Should feed our 


souls; with this vehe- 


&. 


ment thirst for that wa- 
ter which springeth up 
into everlasting life, 
Nothing but an earnest 
and continual desire of 
instruction, can qualify 
us for the knowledge of 
the wondrous things of 
God's law, Every one 


receives this knowledge 


only in the same degree 
| aShedesires it. A great 


degree of this desire is 


o_ 6 9 " 
17: 2 > Ra 
2 * a — 
Es A — 
K b — 


——— 


— q ——— — 


WAS. 
7 -- 
. 17 
Pp 
1 1 
1 #7 Pl 
-3 Xi | 
P --* 

x * 9 
ws 4 " 
_ 7. 

— ; 
e 
* 1 
Py 6 1 
5 1 
þ ' 
1 
_ =D 
4 14 
X _ 

* 5 
„ * 
2 | 
4 N 1 - 4 
mM 
xt 
. 
9 14 
* qt 
IA 1 
7 2 
"2-2 
"= 
£58 
38 
= i 
D 
4 KC 
"284 
1 11. 
' \ 

N x 

2145S 

8 1.15 FE 
8 6 . 

£ ; vi Wo 
* bi F 

E. 

by 

1 

at x 

1 

14 

1 "4 

© 108 

N 1 

£ 

Tc 2 

* 5 

0 th 
ES 
= $1 . 
1 
1 
1 
139 
> BY 
*. 168 
i "4 
i 
473 
6 1 
9 „ * 
1 
© , MY 
, 0 PA. 
2 
5 * 3 
5 1 
LW 1b 7 
{ 7 & 
- re 
5 h 4 
7 
"7 4 
WE 
2 — 
i 
Ls F 
** Fl 
. 
* Tz ib 
T6 

* .4 

or. 
5 

N x 

- . 
1 
8 


2 


o 
the proper preparation 
for receiving the Sacra: 
ment of the Lord's way 
* 14 5 
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ITE NTEENTH DAY, ter! 
Of i inward peace, 19; 


I, Peace I leave with 
you, my peace 1 give unto 
you, not as the world giv- 

eth, give I unto you, John 
xiv. 27. All men seek 
peace, but they seek it 
where it is not to be 

found; they seek it in 
the world, which is ever 
promising, but can never 
give us a solid peace: 


0 = 
© that is the gift of Christ 
alone, who reconciles 


dues the passions, sets 
bounds to the desires, 
inspires the hopes of e- 
ternal bliss, and gives 
the joy of the Holy 
Ghost, such a joy as per- 
sists in the midst of suf- 
ferings, and flowing from 
an inexhaustible source, 
becomes a perpetual 
spring of delight, which 


rupt or diminish. 

II. True peace is not 
to be found, but in the 
possession of God; and 
{the possession of God 


the man to himself, sub- 
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all earnest care and anx- 
seek only God: and then 


such a peace as the World 


70 | 
cannot 8 but 
by faith and obedience: 
remove all forbidden ob- 
jects: renounce all un- 
law ful desires: cast off 


iety: desire only God: 
you shall have peace, 
shall not be able to dis- 


turb, For what can 
trouble you ? Is it pov- 
erty, disgrace, disap- 

intments, outward or 
inward crosses? You 
Should see all these in 
the hand of God as real 
fayours, whichhevouch- 
Safes to give you a share 


H by 


; 73 
in. Then the world 
will have a new appeat- 
ance to you, and your 


sees 


EICHTEENTH DAFT. 


J deceitful Joys, 

I. IT said of laughter, it 
is made and of mirth, 
uf at dot h it? Eccles. ii. 
2. The joys of worldly- 
minded men are like 
those of delirious per- 
sons, who have lost their 
reason by distemper. De- 


of their pleasure: they 
| F 


peace prove inviolable. | 


lusion is the only cause 
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think themselves in a- 
bundance, when in real. 
ity they are quite desti- 
tute, Death will end 
this dream of folly, and 
when they awake, they 
Shall be confounded at 
their poverty, Misera- 
ble, therefore, are those, 
whom the false pleasures 
of the world render in- 
Capable of true consola- 
tion, Let us say con- 
tinually of such vain 
Mirth, what doth it? 
Nothing is a solid sub— 
ject of joy, but our hopes 
of God's favour; all 
other delight is but a 
dream, 


7 
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Jesus said to the 


1 of Samaria, who- 
goever drinketh of this 
water Shall thirst again, 
John! iv. 1 


| be applied to all worldly 


This may 


katisfactions ; ; the more 
we enjoy them, the more 
we want them. The 
possession of riches does 
but encrease our thirst 
of them. 


easy for what they have 
not, than pleased with 
What they have. The 
er joyment of pleasure 
Softens the soul, and 
makes it unsatiable, The 
ore we divert 


| Avarice and 
ambition are more un- 


Ours 
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Selves, the more we 
want diversion; and it 
is easier to persevere in 
2 state of fervour and 
penitence, than to re- 
cover it again when we 
have given way to pleas 
ure and relaxation, Let 
us, therefore, watch over 
ourselves, and abstain 
from those waters, which 
will but encrease our 
thirst, Let us keep our 
heart with care, that it 


be not seduced by the 
vain joys of the world 
which will end only in 


despair, 
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NINETEENTH DAY, 


Of holy tears, 
I. Blessed are they that 


| mourn, for they Shall be 
| comforted, Matth. v. 4. 
What new kind of tears 
are these? (saith St. 
Autsin) they make happy 
those who shed them. 
This happiness consists 
in being afflicted for the 
wickedness of the world; 
the many dangers which 
surround us, and the in- 
exhaustible corruption 
of our own hearts, It 
is a great gift of God, to 
fear losing his love; to 
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losing ones self with it, 
It is impossible not to 


Occasions of sorrow; our 


the sight of God. He 


8 


7 ; 
fear lest we should wan. 
der from the strait way. 


The saints shed tears for 
this. It is difficult to 


rejoice while one is in 


danger of losing what 
one values most, and of 


be afflicted, while one 
sees nothing but vanity, 
error, offences, forget- 
fulness, and contempt of 
the God we love, Grief 


is due to so many sad 
grief shall be pleasing in 


himself inspires 1t : his 
love causes our tears to 


J flow, and be en hl 


self wipe them from our 
eyes. 


II. We hear Jesus 


Christ say, Woe be unto 
you that laugh now, for 
ye shall mourn and weep. 
Moe unto you that are vic, 
for ye have received your 
| consolation, Luke vi. 24, 
235, and yet men seek 
mirth and riches, He 
also saith, Blessed are 


they that weep ; yet they 
fear nothing more than 
Sorrow, We should 
grieve here, not only for 
the dangers of our own 
State, but for every thing 
that is vain and crimi- 
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nal. We should weep for 
ourselves, and for others: 
all deserve our tears. 
Happy the tears Which 
spring from grace, which 
make us disrelish these 
transitory things, and 
produce in us the desire 
of the good things of 
eternity. 


TWENTIETH DAY, 


Of worldly wisdom. 

I. The wisdom of 
worldly minded men 
must needsbe great, since 
our Lord assures us, that 
it is greater than that of 
the children of God; 
yet with all its preten- 
Sions and fair appear- 
ances, itis fatal to those 
who follow it. This 
crooked and subtle wis- 
dom is most opposite to 
that of God, which is 
ever plain and simple; 
and what does it avail 
its professors, seeing they 


are always taken in 
their own devices ? The 
apostle St. James saith 
of this kind of wisdom, 
that it is earthly, animal, 
(or sensual) and devilish, 
James iii. 13. Earthly, 
because it confines its 
care to the getting or 
possessing the things of 
the earth. Animal, or 
sens ual, because it seeks 
only to make provision 
for gratifying the pas- 
sions or sensual appe- 
tites; and deviltsh, be- 
cause to the subtilty and 

enetration of a demon, 
it joins also the malice. 


Men so qualificd, think 


to impose upon others, 
but in the event, they 
deceive only themselves. 
II. Blind, there fore, 
are all those, who think 
themselves wise without 
the grace of Jesus Christ, 
which only can make us 
truly wise. They are 
like those, who in a 
dream think themselves 
awake, and believe all 
the objects they imagine 
to be true and real: and 
while they are pursuing 
their vain projects of 
pleasure or ambition, (80 
great is the infatuation 
that possesses them) they 
see not what lies in the 
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84 
way before them, some- 
times disgrace, always 


death, judgment, and e- : 
ternity, These great 
objects daily advance, 
and approach nearer to Þ ,; 
propaane men; yet they Þ . 
see them not, Their e. 
political skill foresees . 
every thing, but the in- a 
evitable fall and anihil- Þ p 
ation of all they set Þ , 
their hearts upon, Of , 
mad and infatuated, Þ ( 
when will ye open your | , 
eyes to the light of Jesus 
Christ, which discovers 


the emptiness of all 
grandeur here below! 
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TWENTY-FIRST DAY. 


Of trust in God. 


I. It is better to trust in 
the Lord, than to put 
confidence in man, Psalm. 
cxviii. 8. Men are ever 
trusting to one another, 
to weak friends, to un- 
faithful servants; yet 
they fear to put their 
trust and confidence in 
God. They will rely 
upon the hand-writing 
of some great man, but 
they will have no assur- 
ance in the gospel. The 
world promises, and they 
believe; God protests, 
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and they Fes whether 
they should believe or 
no. What a disrespect 
to him! What a mis- 
chief to themselves is 
this! Let us restore the 
true order of things, and 
regulate our confidence 
by the laws of a true 
proportion, Let us per- 
form what depends up- 
on us with moderation ; 
and expect what de- 


pends upon God with- 


out any restriction. Let 
us repress all hastiness 


tude disguised under the 


name of zeal; so we 


* and all solici- 


Shall establish ourselves | 


in God, and become like 
Mount Zion, which can 
never be moved. 
II. Our trust in God, 
with regard to our sal- 
vation, should be still 
more raised and firm, 1 
can do all things through 
Christ who strengthens me, 
said St, Paul, upon this 
account, Phil. iv. 13, 
When I thought Ishould 
be able to do every thing, 
I was incapable of doing 
any thing; now that 1 
despair of myself, and 
have no hope left, but in 
| God, I begin to be able 
to do every thing. A 
happy weakness this, 


which makes me find in 
God, what is wanting in 
myself. 1 glory in my 
infirmities, and the mis— 
fortunes of my life, be- 
cause they serve to cure 
my mistakes concerning 
the world and myself. 
I ought to think myself 
happy, that his merciful 
afflictions have reduced 
me to extremities; Since 
therein I shall receive of 
his strength, I shall be 
hid under his wings, 


and environed with that? 


Special protection which 
he extends to his devout 
children who have no 


dependence but upon 
him. | TIP : 
<000 


| TWENTY-SECOND DAYs 


| Of the depth of God's 
| Mercy. 

I. How great us the lov- 
ing kinaness of the Lord 
our God, and his compas- 
sion unto Such as turn 
unto him in holiness ! Ec- 
cles. xvii, 29. Why do 
we delay to cast our- 
 Þ selves into the depth. of 
| Þ this abyss? The more 
we lose ourselves there- 
in in faith and love, the 

safer we be. Let us give 


0 

ourselves 87 to God, 
without reserve or ap- 
prehension of danger. 
He will love us, and! 
make us to love him; 


and that love encreasing diff 
daily, shall produce in I bec 
us all the other virtues, tue 
He alone shall fill our tio 
heart, which the world Þ ful 
has agitated and intoxi- Þ prc 
cated, but could never of 
fill, He will take noth- Þ St. 
ing from us, but what Þ not 
makes us unhappy. He Bed 
will only make us de- Þ 5k 
Spise the world, which Þ lf 
We 


perhaps we do already. 
He will alter little in 
our actions, and only 


; 91 
| Lorrect the motive of 
them, by making, them 
all be referred to him- 
self. Then the most or- 
dinary and seemingly in- 
different actions shall 
become exercises of vir- 
tue, sources of consola- 
tion. We shall cheer- 
fully behold death ap- 
proach, as the beginning 
of life immortal; and as. 
St. Paul speaks, we Shall 
not be unclothed, but clothe 
ed upon, and mortality, 
Hall be swallowed up of 
life, 2 Cor. v. 4. And 
we shall then discover 
the depth of God's mer- 


cy which he has exercis- 
ed towards us. 

II. Consider, in the 
enge of God, the ef. 
ects of that infinite mer- Þ 
cy which you have al- 
ready experienced, the 
lights which Christ has Þ 
given you, the goolÞ 


thoughts he has inspired] 


you with, the sins he 


has pardoned, the dan-Ff 
gers he has preserved 
you from, and the ex- 
traordinary assistance he 
has afforded you. En- 
deavour to excite your 
love towards him by 
these precious marks off 


his goodness. Add to 


these, the 1 0 
of the crosses he has dis- 
pensed for your sancti- 
fication ; for those also 
gare the riches of his 
| mercy, which you ought 
to consider as signal tes- 
timonies of his love. 
Let a sense of past fa- 
vours inspire you with 
a trust in him for future. 
Learn from these, that 
he has loved you too 
much not to love you 
still. Distrust not him, 
but only yourself. Re- 
member that, as his apos- 
tle speaks, He is the Fa- 
ther of. mercies, and God 
f all consolation, 2 Cor. 
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i. 3. He sometimes sep- 


arates these two: his 
con olations are ,with- ( 
drawn, but his merch - 
still continue, He takes 
away what is sweet and 
sensible in grace, because 
you want to be humbled 
and punished for hav— 
ing sought consolation 
elsewhere. Such chas- 
tisement is still a new 


depth of his mercy. 
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TWENTY-THIRD DAY, 


Of the eaciness of Christ's 
| yoke, 

I. My yoke ig easy, and 
my burden (light, Matt. xi. 
30. Let not the name 
of yoke deter us, for 'tis 
the yoke of Christ, and 
he helps us to bear it; 
he makes us love it; 
he endears it to us by 
the inward charms of 
righteousness and truth, 
He gives a disgust for 
false pleasure, and ren- 
ders the practice of vir- 
tue delightful, He sup- 
ports the man against 
himself, frees him from 


— 4 


original corruption, and 
makes him strong not- 
withstanding his weak. 
ness. What fearest thou, 
O man of little faith? 
let God exert himself in 
thee. Abandon thyself 
to him, You shall suf. 
Fer, but you shall suffer 
with love and inward 


tranquility, You shall 
fight, but you shall gain 
the victory: the Lord Þ 
himself shall fight for 
you, and reward your 
success. Y ou shall weep, | 
but your tears shall be Þ 


leasing, and God shall 
Fimeelf wipe them from | 
your eyes. You shall 


Py TUX 0 2 — es am 


be PR jd from fol- 


lowing your passions, 
but after a free sacrifice 
of your liberty, you will 
find another kind of lib- 
erty, .unknown to the 
world, and more valua- 
ble than universal em- 
ire. 

II. What blindness is 

it to fear engaging too 


far with God! The more 


we love him, the more 
we shall love his com- 
mandments. That love 
will comfort us in losses, 
Sweeten our crosses, set 
us free from all oth- 
er dangerous affections, 
make us see even through 
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a cloud of tions the 
mercy that dispenses 
them to us, and make us 
discover in death itself 
eternal glory and bliss. 


What then are we afraid 


of? Can we have too 
much of God? Is it a 
misfortune to be freed 
from the heavy yoke of 
the woild, and to bear 
the light burthen of le- 
sus Christ? Do we For 
to be too happy, t 
much delivered Fix 
ourselves, from the ca- 
prices of our pride, the 
violence of our passions, 
and the tyranny of thts 
deceitful world ? 
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TWENTY-FOURTH DAY, 


Of false liberty. 
I. Where the spirit of 
the Lord is, there is [1b- 
erty, 2 Cor. iii. 17. The 
love of liberty 1s one of 
the most dangerous pas- 
Sions of the heart of 
man, and 1t happens 
with this, as with the 
rest of the passions, it 
deceives those who fol- 
low it; and instead of 
true liberty, it reduces 
them to the hardest and 
most infamous servitude, 
far what else can we call 
the life of worldly men? 
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What do they endure to 
obtain and preserve the 
good opinion of those 
whom at the same time 
they despise What 
trouble have they to sti- 
fle those passions, Which 
they would controul, 
and gratify those which 
they would indulge, to 
hide their inward vexa- 
tions, and save appear- 


ances ? Is this the lib- 


erty we are $0 fond of, 
and which we are so un- 
willing to sacrifice to 
God ? Where is this lib- 
erty to be found? I see 


nothing but constraint, 


SOLES 


but base and unworthy 


101 5 
subjection, but a wretch- 
ed necessity of disguis- 
ing ourselves; we refuse 
our elves to God, who 
desires us only to save 
us, and we give Our- 
selves up to the world, 
which can only enslave 
and ruin us. 

II. It is thought, the 
men of the world do 


nothing but what pleases 
them, because they have 


a relish for the passions 
they indulge; but those 
who think this, do not 
| considertheirksomeness 
the loathings and disap- 
pointments, inseparble 
from a pursuit of pleas- 
ure; and the many con- 
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tradictions and mortifi— 
cations which attend the 
greatest preferments. 
The outside appears 
pleasing, but within is 
vexation and disquiet, 
Men think freedom con- 
sists in depending on no 
body but ones self; this 
is an extravagant mis- 
take; there is no such 
state, there is no con- 
dition wherein a man 
does not depend on ma- 
ny others, wherein he is 
not more obliged to fol- 
low their fancies than 
his own, All the com- 
merce of life is a perpet- 
ual confinement by the 
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and make us experience, 
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laws of good-breeding, 
and the necessity of hu- 
mouring others; and be- 
sides, our OWN passions 


are the worst of tyrants: 


if you obey them but by 
| halves, *tis a perpetual 
strife and contest with- 
in; and if you quite 
give up yourself to them, 
tis horrid to think to 
what extremities they 
will lead. May God 
preserve us from that 
fatal slavery, which the 
mad presumption of man 
calls liberty! Liberty is 
to be found only in him; 
his truth Shall cet us free, 
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that to Serve him is to 
reign. 
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TWENTY-FIFTH DAY, 


Of the perfect devoting 
ourselves to God, 

I. Lord, what wouldest 
thou have me to do? 
*T was St. Paul's enquiry 
when he was struck to 
the earth by miracle, and 
converted by the grace 
of that Jesus whom he 
had persecuted, Alas! 
how often have we per- 
Secuted him by our infi- 
delities, our humours, 
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and our passions, which 
have withstood the 
works of his mercy in 
our hearts? At last he 
has struck us down by 
tribulation; he has crush- 
ed our 2 he has 
con founded our world- 
ly wisdom; and put 
self-love in a consterna- 
tion, Let us now, there- 
fore, say to him with a 
perfectresignation, Lord, 
what wouldest thou have 
me to do? Hitherto my 
return to thee has been 
very defective, I have 
used many evasions, and 
endeavoured to save all 
could from the total 
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sacrifice which I ought 
to make to thee. But I 
am now better disposed, 


and desire that thou 


mayest become the abso- 


lute master of my life 


and actions. 

II. Nor is it suffici- 
ent that the oblat ion we 
make to God be univer- 
sal; 'tis of no service, 
while it continues loose 
and uncertain, without 
descending to particu— 
lars, and being ratified 
by practice, Good pur- 
poses cost nothing, and 
are worth nothing, if we 
do not put them in ex- 
ecution, We must de- 
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Sire our perfection with 
greater earnestness, than 
we ever sought a tem- 
poral good, and not do 
less for God, than we 
have already done for 


the world. Let us search 


our hearts: Am I deter- 
mined to sacrifice to 
God my strictest friend- 


ships, my most confirm 


ed habits, my most prev- 
alent inclinations, and 
most agreeable diver- 


slons ? 


— — — er 8 


PEG" 
— — PC 


108 


TWENTY-SIXTH DAY, 


Of the terms men would 
make with God. 


I. How long will ye halt 


between two opinions? | 
1 Kings, xviii. 21, No ' 
man can Serve two mas- 2 
ters, Matth. vi. 24. Men 1 
know, if they would be t 
saved, they must love n 
and serve God: but they Þ 5. 
would fain separate from t 
that love, and that ser- se 
vice, whatever is bur-Þ ar 


thensome; and leave on- ;., 
ly what they like. They 
would serve him upon] 
the terms of giving him] 


selves, and betake them- 


109 | 
only words and ceremo- 


nies,and of those ceremo- 


nies, only such as are 
not too long and tedious. 
They would love him 
upon the terms of lov- 
ing, with him, and per- 
haps above him, things 
'which he has forbidden 
and condemned, They 
would love him upon 


the terms of diminishing 


nothing in that blind 
self-love, whereby, in- 
Stead of referring them- 
selves to God, by whom, 
and for whom they ex- 
ist, they, on the contra- 
ry, refer God to them- 
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selves to him only, as a 
source of comfort, when 
the creatures fail them. 
They would serve him 
and love him upon the 
terms of being sometimes 
ashamed of him, and not 
venturing to give him 
any more than the world 
Shall allow and approve 
of, What kind of love 
and service is this? 
. God will admit 
no other terms with us, 
but those which we cov- 
enanted in aur baptism, 
wherein we promised to 
renounce the world for 
his sake. His first and 
great commandment re- 


| N 
. , 
9 i r J—_ — ; "RAS. n — - = l =. 
9 ble . RCASER FR. als): . 6 Chix 


111 
quires that we should 
love him unreservedly 
with our whole heart 
and mind, and strength. 
Can he be said truly to 
love God, who pays a 
great deference to the 
world his adversary, a- 
gainst which he has de- 
nounced so many judg- 
ments? Can he be said 
to love God, who is a- 
fraid of knowing him 
too much, lest he should 
be too far engaged in his 
service? Can he be said 
to love God, who satis- 
fies himself with not af- 
fronting him, and takes 
no pains to please him 
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nor is zealous for an op- 
portunity to serve him ? 
God sets nolimits to his 
love towards us, and, 
therefore, our returns to 
him should be of the 
same nature, | 


See 


TWENTY-SEVE NTH 
DAY. 


Of spending our time well. 

I. Let us do good while 
we have time, Gal. vi. 10. 
The night cometh in which 
no man can work, John 
ix. 4. Time is precious, 
but men know not its 


11 
true value; 90 will they 
learn it, till it is too 
late. Our friends ask it 
of us, and we bestow it 
as if it were nothing 
worth: nay, sometimes 
it is a burthen we want 
to get rid of; yet the 
day will come, when we 
shall think one quarter 
of an hour - more valua- 
ble than all the treasures 
of the earth. God, most 
liberal and bounteous of 
all other things, teaches 
us, by the frugal dispen- 
sation of providence, 
how careful we ought to 
be to make a good use of 
time, because he never 
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gives us two moments 
together, norgrants us a 
Second, till he has with- 
drawn the first, still 
keeping the third in his 
own hand, so that we 
are in a perfect uncer- 
tainty whether we shall 
have it or no, Time is 
given us to prepare for 
eternity, and eternity 
will not be too long to 
regret our lost time, if 
we have made an ill use 
of it. | 

II, All our life, as 
well as our heart, is due 
to God: they are neither 
of them too much for 
him, He gave them on- 
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ly, that we might love 
and serve him, Let us, 
therefore, rob him of 
nothing, We cannot 
every moment do great 
matters for him, but we 
may always do what 1s 
proper forour condition, 
To be silent, to suffer, to 
pray, when there is no 
room for outwardaction, 
is an acceptable offering 
to God, A disappoint- 
ment, a contradiction, an 
injury received and en- 
dared for God's sake, 1s 
of as much value as a 
long prayer; and the 
time is not lost, which 
is spent in the practice 


116 

of meekness and pa- 
tience, But for this we 
must be cautious, that 
those interruptions do 
not happen by our own 
fault. Thus we should 
regulate our life, and re- 
deem the time, as St. Paul 
speaks, flying from the 
world, its vain amuse- 
ments, useless correspon- 
dencies, and unprofita- 
ble conversations, which 
serve only to dissipate 
our minds, and indulge 
our self-love. By these 
means we shall find time 
for the service of God: 
all that is spent other- 
wise is lost. 
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TWENTY-EIGHTH DA. 


Of the presence of God. i 
I. Walk before me, and | i 
be thou perfect, Gen. xvii, I 
1. They are the words 
of God to Abraham, in- 
structing us, that to live 
in the presence of God 
is the way to perfection. 
We never depart from 
that way, but by losing 
sight of God, and for- 
getting ou dependence 
upon him. God is the 
light by which we U see, 
and the end at which 
we should aim, In all 
the business and events 
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of life, we should con- 
sider only the order of 
his providence, and we 
Shall maintain a sense of 
his presence inthe midst 
of our business, as long 
as we have no other in- 
tention in performing it, 
but purely that of obey- 
ing him, 

II. I will lift up mine 
eyes to the hills, from 
whence cometh my helh, 
Ps, cxxi. 1, Looking 
only to our feet, will 
not be sufficient to de- 
liver us from the many 
Snares that surround us; 
the danger, indeed, is 
below, but «he deliver- 
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ance can —— only from 
above; thither must we 
lift up our eyes to him, 
from whom our help 
cometh, Our enemies 
encompass us incessant— 
ly; nor are we in less 
danger form within, by 
reason of our infirmity: 
we have no hope but in 
Jesus Christ, Who has 
overcome the world for 
himself and for us: his 
omni potence will sup— 
port our infirmities. 
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TWENTY-NINTH DAY, 


Of the love we ought to 
have for God, 

I. Whom have J in 
heaven but thee? and 
there is none on earth that 
T desire beside thee, Psal. 
Ixxiii. 23. When we 
say to God, that we love 
him with all our heart, 
tis often a mere form of 
words, without truth or 
meaning. Men learn it 
when they are young, 
and they continue to use 
it when they are grown 
up, without thinking of 
what they say. To love 
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God is to have no other 
will but his; to keep 
faithfully his law, and 
have in abhorrence all 
violation of it, To love 
(God, is to love what 
Christ loved, poverty, 
humiliations, and suffer- 
ings; it is to hate what 
he hated, the world and 
its vanities: can we be 
said to love an object 
which we do not desire 
to resemble? To love 
God, is to desire to con- 
verse with him, to wish 
to go to him, to sigh and 
languish after him. That 
is but a feigned love, 
| 1 | 
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which does not desire to 


see the Beloved. 

II. Our Lord came to 
bring fire upon the earth, 
Luke x11, 49. and desir- 
ed that fire might over- 
Spread it, Yet men hive 
in a deadly coldness and 
indiflerence. They love 
money, buildings, titles, 
and a chimera they call 
reputation; they love eu- 
en the meanest and most 
contemptible things; but 
divine love- rarely finds 
a place in their hearts. 
Do thou, O Lord, vin- 
dicate thy right in us, 
not withstanding our in- 
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thy love extinguish all 
other fires. What can 
we see lovely out of 
thee, which is not to be 
found in its full perfec- 
tion in thee, O thou 
fountain of all good! 
Grant us but the grace 
to love thee, and we 
shall then love thee on- 
ly, thee eternally, 


THIRTIETH DAY, 


Sentiments of divine love, 


I. We love him, because 
he first loved us, 1 John 
iv. 19. But when shall 


we return love for love? Þ 1 
When shall we seek af. Þ 1 
ter him who seeks after 
us, and who bears us in F f 
his arms? 'Tis within 1 1: 
his tender and fatherly Þ $ 
bosom that we forget Þ t 
him: 'tis through the * 
sweetness of his gifts h 
that we cease to think Þ V 


of him: what he gives] 1 
us every moment, in- 
Stead of tenderly affect · 
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ing, does but serve to 


amuse us, He 1s the 
fountain of all pleasures 
the creatures are but the 
channels, and the chan- 


nel makes us count the 


Source for nothing, His 
immense love pursues 
us every Where, and we 
continually get away 
from its pursuits! He 
is every where, and we 
see him no where! We 


think ourselves alone 


when we have none but 


him: he doeth all, and 
Ve rely not upon him 


in any thing! We think 


- our affairs to be all des- 
perate, when we have 


* 
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no resource left us but 
what his providence can 
furnish, as if infinite 
and almighty love was 
able to do nothing! O 
monstrous folly! O sub- 
version of the Whole 
man! 

II. Vet thou, O love, 
bearest with us! thou 
waitest upon us with a 
patience without end, 
and even seemest by thy 
excess of patience to in- 
dulge our ingratitudes: 
even they who desire to 
love thee, love thee on- 
ly for themselves, for 
their comfort, or their 
security. Where are 
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they that boca thee for 
thy own sake? Where 
are they that love thee, 
because they were creat- 
ed for no other end but 
to love thee? They are 
unknown amongst men, 
and their names are writ- 
ten only in thy bock. 
But to what purpose 
| | doth the world subsist, 
| if we love not thee, and 
' | if we love thee not so 
as to be made sensible 
: | that the love of thee 1s 


above every other bles- 
sing? This was thy in- 
r | tention in producing 


without thee what is 
not thyself; thy design 
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was to create beings, who 
holding all from thee, 
should devote them- 
sel ves only to thee, 


DISD 


ON THE WORDS, 
Lord, teach us to pray. 
Luke xi. 1. 


O Lord, I know not 

what I should ask of 
thee. Thou only know- 
est what I want: and 
thou loves: me better 
than I can love myself. 
O Lord, give to me, thy 
child, what 1s proper, 
| whatsoever it may be, 1 
dare not ask either cross- 
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es or comforts, I only 
present myself before 
thee: I open my heart 
to | thee, Behold my 
wants, which I am igno— 
rant of: but do thou be- 
hold, and do according 
to thy mercy. Smite, or 
heal! Depress me, or 
raise me up: I adore all 
thy purposes, without 
knowing them: I am si- 
lent, I offer myself in 
Sacrifice. 1 abandon my- 
self to thee, No more 
any desire, but to accom- 
plish thy will. Teach 
me to pray, Pray thou 
thyself in me, 
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